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Co-Leader Connection 


Once upon a time, in a city known for its open- 
ly gay population, a synagogue was born. This was 
no ordinary synagogue, however. It spanned the 
spectrum of Jewish observance from Crthodox to 
atheistic. What brought its members together -- 
and made it different from other synagogues in the 
city -- was that lesbians and gay men could cele- 
brate their love for one anmther at this synagogue. 
To this miracle, the synthesis of gay lifestyle 
and Jewish heritage, people brought their dreams 
and their expectations, their goodwill and their 
love. With love and goodwill they worked to build 
a successful synagogue. Then they stood back and 
judged their work, using their expectations as a 
yardstick. For some, unfortunately, the synagogue 
did not meet their expectations, and they ceased 
their involvement in it. For others, the synagogue 
came close enough to what they wanted it to be 
and they decided to continue to work to fulfill 
their dreams. After less than five years it was 
Clear that the synagogue would survive. it had 
become: an~establishediinst1ttution) in thevenew 
as well as-an’ integral part of the: world-wie 
network of gay and lesbian Jewish organizations. 

True stories seldom make the transition into 
fairy tales. iveryday life is too mundane: it 
usually lacks the catastrophes and adventures of 
make-believe, and the perfection embodied in the 
stock ending, "They lived happily ever after." 

The ups and downs of real life are more on the 
order of missed streetcars, broken relationships, 
boring or tense Va'ad meetings, and Co-leaders 
“dropping the ball," rather than dragons and magic 
spells. Because we are so enmeshed in the details 
of everyday life, we often fail to notice the drama 
of which we are a part. The synagogue is a good 
example of this. What a different perspective we 
get when we stand back from the day-to-day activ- 
ities of the congregation, and take a broader look 
at what we are. What we see is not perfection, no 
matter how hard we squint, but we do see commit- 
ment to peoplehood, devotion to cause, and altruism. 
These qualities are part of our members' character- 
istics that Nave made Sha ar Zahay whatei to eee 
and they will continue to help us fulfill our dreams 
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what the congregation can and will be. 

My view of Sha'ar Zahav, ofcourse, is Colored by 
my position as Co-leader. My feelings about the 
approaching congregational elections are bitter- 
sweet. On the one hand, I can hardly wait to step 
down, and enjoy the congregation for what it 1s 
rather than being on a constant lookout for prob- 
lems. On the other hand, those involved in running 
the synagogue have a microscopic view of how the 

organization works which comes only through close 

scrutiny, which magnifies the successes as well as 
the problems. To have been privy to this view has 
MedntehaboewoLk, “buts ats rewards Nave been inesti- 
mable. / 3 

For those of you who will take up where the 

current Va'ad leaves off, I have a small piece of 
advice. It comes from an adventure story, but a 
true one, which is more applicable to Sha'ar Zahav 
than fairy tales. Naomi James, the first woman to 
sail around the world, said that her prayers were 
not that the waves would cease, but that she would 
have the strength to ride them out. Our synagogue 

cannot assume that someday we will live "happily 
ever after," and that the sea will be calm. We 
can, however, take courage from the knowledge that 
at the crest of each wave, a trough awaits us, and 
that the trough after that is only a prayer away. 

. I will never forget the lessons about Judaism, 
about people, and about myself that I have learned 
during my term of office, and I thank the congre- 

gation for the opportunity to learn while serving 

my community. I especially thank each of you who, 

through advice, support, or your example, made the 
lessons easier. My prayers are that Sha'ar Zahav 

will continue to grow in the spirit of loving 

_ kindness whuch is the cornerstone of our faith. 

TI will continue to work as hard as I can to this 

end. Thank you, good Luck, and shalom -- 


tlh --I] love you all, 


(quune 


noo? Briet ly From Bryan 


AS you are reading this issue of the Jewish 
Gaily Forward stop for a mo:.ent or two and con- 
sider that this publication doesn't appear erase 
month by magic. 

The cost per issue averages $1.00. That eens 
relatively inexpensive to you perhaps. However, 
multiply that one dollar by 700 copies each month 
and you have a sizable monthly expense for the 
synagogue to carry. 
| You can assist us in defraying the cost of the 
Jewish Gaily Forward in several ways. The most 
Valuable assistance for you andi tis sis atom you to 
become a member of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav if 
you currently are not a member. You can also send 
in a donation and have your name Rupee in our 
donation column. 

We don't want to Saecvelgle a SATIN ERON fee for 
this newsletter. We Va'ad members have continuous- 
ly battled to keep the Jewish Gaily Forward free. 
With your continuing financial support we can main- 
tain our newsletter as a free outreach service. 

We all havea stake in the future growth of our ® 

synagogue. Each of us who are currently serving F 
on the Va'ad have pledged to bring one new person 
into membership. This isn't too much to ask. If 
each of us, as synagogue members, bring one new > 
‘person into membership, WOW!! You know it's poss- 
ible. We all have friends who just need that Tattle 
encouragement from us that says: "I can make a e 
contribution here. it's Sissons to be a member of 
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav!" 

You see, we all make a difference! | Paes 
_Shalom, ver 
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From Where | Stand Allen Bennett, Rabbi 


There are two secular Jewish observances coming 
up this month which have taken on great significance 
since their inception. They are inextricably inter- 
twined, and the reason for observing the one has a 
causative relationship for the existence of the 
other. | 

I refer, ofcourse, to Yom ha-Shoa, the Day of 
Remembrance of the Holocaust, and Yom ha-Atzama'ut, 
Israel Independence Day. Both of these days have 
received special note within the same forty year 
period, although the former has only received top 
billing in the last few years. 

Israel, the historic and ancient homeland for 
the Jews, was founded in its present state less 
than thirty-five years ago. Yet the events lead- 
ing up to its founding had begun some two thousand 
years before. With the rise of Zionism at the turn 
of ‘the “century (that <s,political Zionism), a 
movement was born which would eventually lead to 
the re-establishment of the Jewish state in its 
present location. 3 

While things were moving in that direction by 
the 1930's, it was Hitler's attempt to eradicate 
thesJews Of Pburope which pushedstheceffort to 
establish the state into high gear. Shortly after 
the conclusion of the Second World War, the dream 
of a Jewish state became a reality. 

It is the re-founding of that state whose in- 
dependence we observe each year at this time which 
calls for a special celebration all over the world. 
Every country has its special days of observance 
and celebration. However, not every country has 
the rest of the world celebrating with them. Now 
it may be that it is simply because there are Jews 
living in far-flung places all over the world who 
celebrate this occasion that their countries of 
residence join in the celebration. But I think | 
there is more to it. To wit: I believe that there 
is an international sense of pride that Israel 
was able to come into being as an independent 
ans sovereign state, especially under such trying 
circumstances. If there are any other reasons 
needed, I believe that deep down, perhaps even in 
the collective unconscious of the world, there is 
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same time so ironic and so eee is. age 
one week of this observance, this wild cele 
of our reality of having a national homela 
observe something else which is quite the 
we observe the world-wide Day of Remembran 
the Holocaust during the week preceding t 
ha-Atzma'ut celebration. This is a most sol 
time, in which we remind ourselves of the a 
unspeakable horror of the cruelties of the 
regime during the Second World War, duri 
over sin million Jews were systematically 
tirtured, and killed by the Nazis in the n mes 
national purity. ph ES 

Lest we forget, we who are homosexual as \ 
remember that there was a special category 
the "impure" which applied solely to us- du 
this time. How many thousands of homo sexu 1 
died at the hands of the Nazis is not cle 
Numbers range from ten thousand to over fat 
of iagmillion. Which: figure vs correct, the 
for us is that simply because one was. hom 
or simply because one was Jewish, or Ant 
ist, or whatever group or individual o 
Nazi dream of BENS ted purity, one was | 
adeathia is este ae 

That there are still people who try sia 
the fact that the Holocaust. took place isc 
one reason that we observe this annu 
remembrance. We must, ofcourse, inote, 
people to have the credibility which 
if for no other reason than to honor | 
of those deaths we knew took place. 
simple. But beyond that we are obli 
teach those who come after us that 
happend and that they. Sen Eessog | 3 
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takes ce in Hisense! Death: at 
the greatest scale ever. in its 


pei as Jews, eae ea wild 
security, never again havi 
of that most horrible chapté 
past. — be M ach iigny 
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| Please take the time to join with us as we 
join with the community at large in observing 
these two important occasions in the life of 
the Jew. 

Shalom, 


MONTHLY SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 


Rabbi Allen Bennett is pleased to announce 
that monthly Shabbat morning services will begin 
at his home, 1650 Page Street, San Francisco, 
on May 9th, at 10:00 a.m. 

The time and location of the monthly Shabbat 
morning service will be announced each month in 
the Gaily Forward. 

The Ritual Committee and Rabbi Bennett are 
looking forward to your regualr attendance at 
these new services. 


Late Report 


As WE WERE GOING 70 PRESS WE LEARNED 
THAT THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN_ OVA By-LAWS 
LOAS APPLOVED A THE SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING HELD SUNDAY, APRIL 2G. 

Tite Neu By-LAWS PROVIDE FOR, THE FOLLOWING 


nepiceks: Fhes(DenT, Vice -FLESIDENT, KECOLDEL, 
AND 7TREASUZER., PLUS A NIWE MENBER VAAD, 

ECEQTION OF OFFICERS ANP THE NEW 
VA“AD NENGERS WICK BE HELO OW SUNDAY, 
May 31, At rete Jeuwlsn GommenN ity Centee , 
AALIFORNIA AUD PRESIDIO, San FRANC ISCO, 
Frew, | ro 4 Am. : 

As A WemBeR OF SHAAR ZAHAV /TS VERT 
IMPOLTANT FOR, YOU TO CAST YOUR BALLOT 
on May Bl. | 


YOUR Vote Counrsl! 


; ok. 


Oke 
mom pad 
SHA'AR ZAHAV, GARAGE SE eee 


Start cleaning out your closets! Get ready for 
the Sha'ar Zahav Garage Sale, May 10th, at 3952 
18th Street, San Francisco, between Noe and Sanchez 
DELects. 

This is your golden opportunity to complete that 
spring cleaning, and donate your unused or unwanted 
treasures to the best cause -- your synagogue!! 

This is also. your big chance ‘to! pick mp sme 
new treasures at wonderful prices. 

In this day and age it pays to shop around sasooem 
begin your shopping at the Sha'ar Zahav Garage Sa 
thivoa May ii Che 

If you have items to donate, or if you desire 
further information, please call our synagogue ) 
atiiGe Pa7Gb71)¢ | 


Bits & Pieces 
MAZEL TOVi!! 


A big Mazel Tov and best wishes to been: Taylor, 
Don Hamilton, and Kip Cohen on the founding of 
their new business, “The, Periect hl accep uncom mass 
Referral Service. Call Bryans) Dons 0r- Kipvac 
641-9047. 


LESBIAN AND GAY HEALTH 


A unique two-day seminar on Lesbian and Gay 
Health will be presented by the Bay Ar Bay Area Physic= 
ians for Human Rights. The seminar will be held 
on May 2 andl3 at’ New reels Of CaUrro enasay 
777 Valencia Street, San Francisco. Call 626-1694 
for further mitormatrons 


DER UAL Mies | Uy 


The Jerusalem Project, an intensive drama 
workshop for teachers in all fields, will be held 
in Jerusalem, Israel this summer. Two programs 
are available for July and August. University 
credit is available. For an application and in- 
terview call Joyce Duffala at 666-6862. 
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Va’ad Briefing 
At the April Va'‘ad Meeting of Congregation 
Sha'ar Zahav, the Personnel Evaluation Committee 
_ presented their report on the review of Rabbi 
ee Bennett's contract. It was the committee's 


- . 
, 
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feeling that a review of this nature is inapprop- 
Yiate as the results from their survey proved to 
be inconclusive. The congregation members who res- 
“ponded to the survey GEN an overall favorable 
_ opinion of Rabbi Bennett's performance with suggest- 
Bas for improvement in various areas of his duties 
| It was recommended by the committee that a dif- 
Weerent structure form be established for future 
_ Personnel evalutation. The committee recommended 
_ approval of Rabbi Bennett's contract at the May 
_ Congregational Meeting. The position of clerical 
worker, to assist the Rabbi and the congregation 
ae also recommended. The recommendations of the 
Br ne va were approved by the Va'ad. 
Sette Val ad thanked the “committees and votec its 
unanimous appreciation. 
Fundraiser Hal Nappan presented his report and 
. stated that it is the right time to begin our 
Be eae fundraising campaign. 
i The Va'ad approved the recommendation of the 
| Building Committee to again hold High Holiday 
» Services at the Jewish Community Center. 
The Membership Committee presented the names 
of four new members for approval. They were approv- 
ed. Our membership now stands at 150 persons. 
: Bach Va'ad member pledged to bring one pros- 
_ pective member to synagogue, and encourage others 
. do the same. 


The Oneg Committee raised approximately $300.00 
_ for chinaware to be used at oneg and holiday events. 
A Congregational Breakfast was suggested as a pos- 
sible fundraising event. 
: The Nominating and Elections Committee was 
formed for the upcoming congregational elections. 
The committee members are: Dan Kohanski, Leila 
Raim, Bryan Taylor, Ron Lezell, and Kathy Nelson. 
= The Ritual Committee reported that the new 
_ Haggadah will be ready for the Congregational 
D' >der . re 

A series as Yiddish films tentatively sched- 
—uled to be present in May had to be cancelled as 


the cost was prohibitive, reported the Zducation 


- 
7 


Committee. We were originally quoted an erroneous 


rental fee. e 
The Finance Committee said the Garage Sale 1s 
Slated for May 10th, and Laurie Radovsky has do- 


nated the use of her garage at 3952 18th Strecte 


between Noe and Sanchez, San Francisco, as the 
location. 

The Cutreach Committee reported that Sandy 
Pomeranz and Ben Marcus have formed a synagogue 
hospice service called Coming Home. 


The Va'ad approved May 31 as the Congregational 


HSS Oe for the election of officers and a new 
Va'ad. 


of Paul Cohen, 424 Central Ave., San Francisco. 
we thanked Leila Raim for the use of her home 
for this Va'ad meeting. 


Women’s Chavurah 


When the Women's Chavurah first came into 
being over a year and a half ago, it provided 
the few women then involved in Sha'ar Zahav a 
wonderful opportunity to meet each other and to 
enjoy the company of other Jewsih lesbians. At © 


The May Va'ad meeting will be held at the home 


that time, when only a dozen or so women para 


ipated in the Chavurah events, communication was 
largely by word cf "mouth, *and' pans were nace 
informally. “ow that the number of women who are 


ia 
. 


x 2, 


interested in the Women's Chavurah has quadrupled 


this method no longer works. 


tay) 


ing, loving experience of the Women's Chavurah?- 


So how can we perpetuate that special enrich- — 


It doesn't happen on its own. If we want to keep 
it alive we have to contribute our ideas and our, 
energy. What are you willing to contribute? What — 


events are you interested in (e.g. field tripe 
to a mikvah, picnics, workshops, neste leh pot—_ 
luck dinners)? We need your input. 

Please send your comments to the Women' Ss 
Chavurah, c/o Congregation Sha'ar Zahav, P.c. © 
Box 56407 =San* Francisco. CA O40 le it ape oe . 
LeLtlaiat./ 511576, -Ofeiaun.© dteG7 lee oe 4 ve 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (please print) 

, Birthdate / / 

_ Home Address F 
Bt an City State Zip 


Home Telephone Occupation 
_ Name of Lover/Spouse (iF applicable) _ 
Children 


ann eens Dates (please specify 


es Honoree Date Relationship 


Type of Membership or Seriniauren (check Se 

4 Friend of Congregation 

___Individual ___Couple/Family _(non-voting affiliate) 
Recommended dues are 1% of annual income with a $50.00 
minimum, For the year beginning Rosh Hashana, | pledge 

as my annual dues contribution. 

ci wish to pay my dues in advance: (check one) Pee 
Tega Sie Semi-Annually Quarterly Monthly 


eek 
Wak ieoutd be interested in working on the following Berroa 
ee. ‘Ritual Building | Education Oneg Shabbat 


___ Outreach Newsletter Finance Membership 
___ Program 


| | AM IN AGREEMENT WITH THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF THE 
| "CONGREGATION AND HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP IN, OR AFFILI- 


‘ee A eh WITH, CONGREGAT 1 ON SHA'AR ZAHAV. | UNDERSTAND THAT 
aT ae | 


, ay TIT wh BE RELEASED TO ANYONE OUTSIDE THE VA'AD OR 
APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE. 


Signature Date 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY _ 
IF MAILED 
IN THE Be 
UNITED STATES i 
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FIST CLASS PERMIT NO. 20880 S4N PRancisco'ca U.S.A. AS 
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P.0.B0X 5640 —e 
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Ritual Calendar 


Friday, MidVeee se LORE KE DO SHIM 
* ie View Sirk ee Oct 7 


; Haftarah 
‘ Amos 9:7-15 
| ~ YOM HA-SHCAH/HOLOCAUST DAY OF 
= REMEMBRANCE 
4 . Rosh Chodesh Iyar 


: Rabbi Bennett, Services 

. Rhonda Abrams, Anti-Defamation 
i League of B'nai B'rith, Sermon 
Friday, May 8: TORAH EMAR 

. yy Lev. 21:1 - 24:23 

‘ ivy AG AZ Haftarah 


POS ae 

¢ yo NYP CG Bzekiel 44:15-31 

Brora ce Rabbi Bennett, Services 
wg 7 q Bernard Pechter, Sermon 


a 
 ‘Priday, May 15: TORAH BEHAR 
: Hever 5a 26-2 
Haftarah 
Jeremiah 32:6-27 
Laurie Radovsky, Services 
s TORAH BEHUKOTAI 
Lev. 26:3 - 27:34 
Haftarah 
Jeremiah 16:19 - 17:14 
LAG B'OMER 
Rabbi Bennett, Services 
TORAH BAMIDBAR 
Numbers 1:1 - 4:20 
Haftarah 
Hosea 2:1-22 
Rosh Chodesh Sivan 
Steven Fritsch Rudser, Services 


APRIL GNEGEIAS) igua =) ue 


April 3: By Shelley Fernandez and 
their First Anniversary. i 
April 10: By the Oneg Committee for the 
ment of the Congregation © oe eee re 
April 17: By Jeffrey Davidson for the enjoy- 
| ment of the Congregation 
April 24: By Jeff Mendelsohn and Jeff Qutstadt 
in honor of Spring po key -<elalei a 


aad i ‘af 


euges 2, Sapa 
At, Saal 
REPORT FROM ONEG LTD. 0 


wih eee 
I will be on vacation from May 27 tl 
June 26. Upon my return at will resume | 
duties as Chair of the oneg Committee, 
member of the Vavad.ens IS abana 
After a great deal of thought, ‘ha 
to run for a second term GPE ous cake = on 
I also wish to remain as Oneg Committ 
The reason I wish to continue se 
from my desire to remain a positive | 
in our synagogue. I have learned a fepe 
over this past year of service, and 
continue growing in BY Saas ele: 


to raise Se ee $300. 00 route 
Chase of needed cups, saucers, di 
bowls for use at our oneg and holi 

The chinaware is beautiful, and 
for all youne@supporte fi hed 

We need two people every week to 
oneg Daa ea tate Bete 


will need extra vena e oe 
1ate. Please call me at 
assist us. A oe : 


Yahrzeits 


Shira Bana, sister of 


A. W. Bannowsky May 15 
Gertrude Holzman, mother of 

Marcy Holzman May 20 
Margaret Gartner Staub, 

grandmother of Wendy May 20 

Ida Parker, mother of 

Harold Parker May 26 

Mary Thal, mother of 

Sam Thal May 30 

Benjamin Auerbach, father of 

Isabel Auerbach 1 Iyar (May 5) 
Abe Schorr, father of 

Gynthia Schorr 12 Iyar (May 16) 
Frances Raim, mother of 

Leila Raim 17 Iyar (May 21) 


Remember 


Yom ha—-Shoa 
DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE HOLOCAUST 


MAY 7 


YOM HA-ATZMA UT 
SRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 


1S 


theireconti sul eu br, AG: Beauregard Lowe 


Birthdays — 


Richard welch 
Joyce Amburgey 
Herb Cohn 

Arnie Jacksin 
Alisa Shavin Messer 
Stephen Auerbach 
Sally Gordon 
Rob Montague 
Jerry Rosenstein 
Gene Maxey 

Cary Kandel 

rony Moore 

Eric Keitel 
Maurice OCsser 
Isabel Auerbach 
Bryan ay lon 


Donations 
“ie expressly thank the following persong@ 
John Golebowski= ~~ 


Jerry Rosénsvein 
Jerry Rosensteinaousaieesie 


PLEASE ADD YOUR NAME 
~ ee me ee :. “ae 
ye ol iday ai 
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